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animosities rule high. The Muhammadan Julaha or Teli in the remote villages will propitiate the Mata during an outbreak of small-pox with as much fervour and ceremony as his Hindu brother, He will march to the shrine of Ghazi Mian or sing the song of the Panchon Pir with as great a sense of duty as a Hindu pilgrim measuring his length along to Chitrakot, or a Sadhu devotee singing to the merry sound of the nimble dqfla the loves of Radha and Krishna. No wonder that the cynical remark should be common among Moslems who bewail the decline of true Islam in India: "the bodies of Moslems are in their graves, and their religion is only in the books."
In the olden days the Hinduising tendencies among Muhammadans at least led to a certain amount of friendliness with the Hindus. It was difficult to say whether the Hindus or the Muhammadans were more numerous in the cult of the Tazia or of Ghazi Mian and the Heroes Five, or at the shrines of local godlings, such as the Bhumia Deo. At the country-side the fact of a man's professed religion made as little difference as his stature or the shade of his complexion. The religion would be a matter of private concern. Now, with the emphasis laid on the Shibboleths, the creation of party cries on all sides, and the severe strain of the modern competitive life, a note of bitterness is being imported which is calculated to do immense harm to the social advancement of the people. I do